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OWE DAY, KING SHANTANU OF HASTINAPURA, WHOSE FAVOURITE 
PASTIME WSS HUNTING, WAS WALKING ALONG THE GANKS OF THE 
RIVER GANGA IN OF DEER AND BISON - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SUPDENLY A BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN arenes iN FRONT OF Hit? 


a §«O DIVINE ere 
= 6 MAIDEN! WHOEVER ¢ 
ms,/ YOU MAY BE AND 
Jie? \ WHEREVER YOU MAY 
COME FROM, | WANT 


, te MARRY YOU. 


© KING | SHALL 
=/ WILLINGLY BECOME YOUR 
WIFE.BUT ON NO ACOUNT 
MUST YOU ASK WHO | AM 
OR WHY | DO WHAT | DO. 


UNKIND WORD TO 
ME. THE MOMENT 
YOU RPO EITHER, 
{ SHALL 

LEAVE YOu 





BEES EMA. 


SHANTANY MARRIEC THE MAIDEN ANO THEY LIVE 


DO HAPPILY TOGETHER 





TRA 
= | ay) 


=— 


|| 


BUT HIS WIFE BEHAVED STRANGELY 

FOR A WOMAN. EACH TIME A 3 | 

CHILD WAS BORN TO HER, IT SADDENS ME TO “ eS 
Lite OROWNED IT. | | SEE EACH CHILO OF ¢ ae) 
fall ‘ne MINE KILLEO.YET hast 


FOR NOUR | MY BELOVED WIEE 
| LEST ( LOSE HER 


ALTOGETHER. _4& > 


oe 





AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HOWEVER WHEN THE EIGATH CANO WAS BORN — 


STOP! wHo aREYouP \nf 
BO WICKED WOMAN,HOW 
% CAN YOU MURDER | 
i YOUR OWN 
CHILDREN ? 


OPN od pa sgn Ue a a : 
tng, Ca re 


iaganass 









THAD TO KILL OUR FIRST SEVEN 
CHILDREN, TO REDEEM THEM 
FROM A CURSE.THE EIGHTH 
CHILO WAS TO HAVE BEEN MINE , 

AND WE COULD HAVE 7 

LIVED TO- A= 
GETHER {2 
De FOREVER. 1S 


{_ | 

AST YOU HAVE BROKEN © 
/ YOUR PROMISE. | AM 

THE GODDESS GANGA. THIS 

CHILD SHALL BE CALLED GANGEYA 

am “rteR me. WE 





j ir 











Wr 


ee ee 
Pt a eg! 
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BUT AS YOU HAVE 
BROKEN YOUR 
PROMISE » 
[WILL HAVE TO 
LEAVE YOU NOW. 


“MASS | HAVE LOST BOTH 
A DIVINE WIFE AND A 
GLORIOUS SON» 


fi BECAUSE (WAS IMFATIENT J 
| AND WAVERED (A) AIY FAITH.) 


tt a 









Iny/t SHALL TAKE 
NTHE CHILD WITH )peen 






BUT SHANTANU DID NOT LET HIS 

| PERGONAL SORROW AFFECT HIS 

DUTIES AS A KING « HE CONTINUED 
RULING WISELY AND WELL. 











re i ies 




















= wiseisaif? (TISINDEED 
==] UNFORTUNATE 
\ THAT HE HAS FI} lt 









ve KING IS —~\ 
TRULY THE WISEST) 


eS NOBLEST 





















| AMAR CHITRA KATHA - 
THEN ONE DAY AS SHANTANY CAME ONCE AGAIN TO THE BANKS OF 





yy ANID RESTRAINED. . 
| t i MONDER | 


FEAT WHICH ONLY 
ONE WITH ) 

ih. DIVINE POWERS 
vi A: T can PERFORM! 


fe 
NEM seenppeies 
: reed... igh Lil 
; Nee rh 1 = ; 


BHEESHMA 


THE BOY WAS GANGEYA, A/S SON, BUT KING SHANTANU DID WoT 
RECOGNISE HIM. 


“WHO COULD THIS 
GOD: KE YOUTH 


MY FATHER 1S 
M\ PERPLEXED. | Wied 
e\ PLAY A TRICK 4 


“AND DWE SUDDENLY VANISHED | 
BEFORE SHANTANUS VERY GAZE « 


AT THAT MOMENT A THOUGHT SUDDENLY 
STRUCK SHANTANU. ) 





. = AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
WE CALLED OUT WMPLORINGLY TO GANGA. emi aed 
il A I oem’ YOURSELF AND THAT 


MARVELLOUS YOUTH. 
ISW’T HE 





a. Ty ie 
i 
= 


Wa / THIS (Ss GANGEYA, — 
Wy ( THE EIGHTH SON JY] 
] Mi) \_ BORE You: / | 


HE (S UNSURPASSED ~ 
iN WISDOM AND 
THE USE OF WEAPONS. 
HE HAS EARNED 
THE TITLE A Wa 
DEVAVRATA. _~ | VANS 





BHEESHMA 


| TAKE HIM 
HOME AND 
MAKE HIM 

YOUR HEIR: 


: 2 : | ier. HE IS A 

\e if ae PAG sti! ~=MIGHTY ARCHER 

i \\ Au? —~ fl Si Kwa AND HAS LEARNT 

\ s ALL THERE (S | 
On im hid (a re TO KNOW 


ABOUT THE 
DUTIES OF A 
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i 
WHEN THEY REACHED HIS FALACE HE SUMMONED All WIS KINSMEN, THE 
PAURAVAS 5 vO Wie 


[ DEVAVRATA SHALL BE fA | 
THE HEIR TO MY af 
= Ate 


DEVAVEATA SOOM EARNED 
THEIR, LOVE «+ 


BOTH WORLDLY ne wt is are 
a | ANO SPIRITUAL, [A le lerpeecyy HIS STRENGTH ee IM 
His skit is = | Badan AND ENERGY ARE FF 
UNSURPASSED. {1 29) peOtos-\ EXTRAORDINARY. [7 
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SHANTANU WAS HAPPY 7O HAVE SUCH A 
WORTHY SOW AND HEIR.BUT STILL HE 
Leer COVERY AT TIMES + 


AT SUIGH MOMENTS,HE TOOK LONG WALKS, ALONE s420NG THE BANKS OF 
THE YANILINA. 


F Paty WHAT ¢ A 
r DIVINE FRAGRANCE! 
WHERE 





AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JUST THEW We wali A BRITE UE 
, CAN 


 SATYAVATI, | 
=. 2, THE DAUGHT-£f ji) 
WA ER CFA Wit 

| \\ FISHERMAN. 

i \ i J 


KING SHANTANU WAS OVERCOME BY 
A DESIRE TO MAKE SATYAVAT! HIS 
OW AMID TAKE HER TO HIS FALACE . 


i WER FRAGRANT 


WM PERFUME SHALL 


Pi | Fidd Wy LONELY 


WHAT ARE YOU | 
DOING HERE? | | 
. | FERRY 
PASSENGERS 
ACKOSS THIS 
RIVER th 


( + SHALE GO AND 
( ASK HER FATHER 
\ FOR HFR HAND. 





__ _BHEESHMA _ 
| HE WENT TO SA TYAVAT?S FATHER. 








oO KING! 
[ CAN NEVER \ 
OBTAIN A | a 
/HUSBAND FOR HER [jm 
), EQUAL TO YOU. i 








| WISH TO TAKE 
YOUR DAUGHTER 
FORK MY WIFE. 













WHAT {S IT THAT THE SON | Qty, 
THAT YOU BORN UNTO MY | Fe) gee We oy can 


| WISHP ‘| DAUGHTER ‘ é Se! = PROMISE ME THAT, | 
NAME ITE \ SHALL REIGN a 
. \ AFTER YOU. 4 
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SHANTANU WAS DISMAYED. | ME RETURNED TO HIS PALACE, HIS | 
THOUGHTS FULL OF SATYAVATI. 


§ wowcanr ~ (“AND YET 
INSINHERIT MI \ MY LIFE IS 
DEVAVRATAP Poe | MEANINGLESS IF = 
th Sime | | 1 CANNOT MARRY SATVAUATT. 


AE f FATHER, WHY ARE YOU \"t “tA 
a | SADP YOU HAVE EVERY- | 200% 
THING AKING CAN By,’ SK 
WANT— PROSPERITY; Sif 7 
_s\ | LOYAL SUBJECTS aya 


bad 
ta 
; a 4 
~ \ 7 
hy 


AN HEIR++. TN eg) OY 


i 
rf, 
== 
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YOU ARE MY oS 
/ ONLY SON.YOU ARE 
AN EXCELLENT 


ARCHER AND YOU faguaidl ) 
WELCOME COMBATS. 4% 











/ SUPPOSING YOU ARE * 

/ SLAIN, WHAT WILL HAPPEN \¥¥ | 

| TO THE BHARAT DYNASTY? ]5 

\ (T (S THIS THOUGHT f ‘3 
THAT WORRIES ME. 











a an 
(MUST FIND OUT 
MHAT SECRET 


LONGING NAGS Lo oBMel ens 
WY raraer. FE jae 80S) 








Mae oy 
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SO HE WENT TO AN OLD MIMSTER WHO WAS DEVOTED (0 AS FATHER: 











MY NET | ([ REveRED sir, wHy \/ ue nas seT His ae 
a 2 , DOES MY FATHER || HEART ON SATYAVATI, [paerer anne 
‘s GRIEVE SOP /\ THE FISHERMAN’S WiLL it 
- om 


ee 
Te 


WELL- WHY DOESN’T HE © TWE MINISTER HESITATED FOR A 
| MARRY HER P THAT SECOND -THEN — 
| SHOULD NOT BE | . 
VERY Mee | HER FATHER WILL 







| ONLY (FE SHANTANU 
| PROMISES THAT 


OIFFICULT- nN = | GIVE HIS CONSENT | 
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DEVAVRATA, ACCOMPANIED BY A FEW ELDERLY PAURAVA ¢ =| 








CHIEFS, WENT TO SATYAVATIRS FATHER. E ALREADY HAS AN 


____! HEIR IN YOU. WHAT 





(WHAT IS YOUR OBJECTION \{ CHANCES WOULD My 
4 TO GIVING YOUR DAUGHT- |\ GRANDSON HAVE 
. AGAINST YOU P 





UPON HEARING THESE WORDS 
DEVAURATA TOOK AN OATH: 





| VOW THAT 
THE SON BORN 

| OF YOUR DAUGHTER 
SHALL REIGN AS 


P)6CO HIE WOULD BE 
CONDEMNED TO 
A LIFE OF 
m SUBORDINATION « 





| ee _ _ AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
BUT THE FISHERMAN DEVAVRATA DID NOT INTEND TO GO 
| | WITHOUT WINNING SATYAVATT 
FOR HIS FATHER « 














| HAVE NO DOUBT _ a Ge 
Pe cote: y CHIEF OF FISHERMEN, 
THAT YOU WILL KEEP | G LHAVE GIVEN UP MY RIGHT 
ABOUT THE SONS tt CELE WE MATIER OF 
fOU MAY HAVE & iar a a mia I 
Y MA Z , ee, Wt! CHILDREN. 





BHEESHMA 
HEARING THESE WORDS THE GODS SHOWERED Fe OWERS on DEVAIVRATA. 











pe er oe 


\ 
\ 
\ 


HE [S ——S—— 
BHEESHMA ——— 


Pre UR 


a * igo 


-{ MY DAUGHTER 
| TO YOUR 
FATHER. 







AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
BHEESHMA WENT 70 SATYAUAT?. | | AT HASTINAPUR BHEESHMA TOLD 
— scenes WANTANU EVERYTHING - 
Mitt SON,FOR THIS | GRANT 
irr YOU A BOON. YOU WILL 
Af t\ DIE ONLY WHEN YOU 














—" MOTHER, 
| CHARIOT AND LET 7 






SHANTANY MARRIED SATYALAT! AND HAD TWO SONS.THE ELDER WAS KILLED 
iV BATTLE- WHEN SHANTANY DIED,BHEESHMA SET THE YOUNGER SON, 
VACAITRAVIE GA ON THE THEOVE AVD RULED THE KINGDOW FOR Hi. 






uererrettrrrr 








on oa = 
: ir : PF 7 Pale = . . 
nic) Ope eae! oe Ee 
am fo IF ri | 
‘A hk ee I 











BHEESHMA _ 


ONE DAY BHEESHIMIA APPROACHED SATYAUAT/(~ | GO, BHEESHMA. 

| THE KING OF KASH (S HOLDING WITH MY BLESSINGS 
| ASWAYAMVARA FOR HIS } \ AND MY GRATITUDE. 
THREE DAUGHTERS . WIN) THEM 
VICHITRAVIRYA HAS COME /@ FOR HIM. 

OF AGE.( WOULD LIKE /¢ 

TO wit THEM 































age 
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—_—_ ee 


WE BROUGHT THE PRINCESSES AMBA, ANBIKA AND 


il 
Bi kiks 


‘LUCK WAS 
WITH YOUs 








“WHEN THE WEDDING WAS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE | 
ANBA TURNED TO BUEESHIA - 













= / IN MY HEART | HAD 
BURR | ALREADY CHOSEN 
ANOTHER. HE TOO 


Ji} fe KNOWING THIS 
‘|, OO WHAT IS 





BYEESHWA REFLECTED UPON WHAT SHOULD BE | 
DOWE , THEN) DEC/(DPED. — | 
: oa, , (GIVE 

. WN” : YOU | 
PERMISSION TO 
DO AS YOU 
: CHOOSE. : 


ae ull 


I h + =e = i a i 
—_— ‘ i, t Fi “a oe f 
a * i fa iF 


: ; = fh a5 E Ae : 


Ze 


BHEESHMA 


LIEMMTRAWRYA HIS HARRIED 70 AVBIAA ANDO ANIBALIKA - 


AWEA WENT BACK 70 HER AMBA WAS FURIOUS. 
CHOSEN LORD ,Bti7 — | : ei —— 
2 \ ae * ro—W/| | / BHEESHMA IS THE \\ ‘eta 
/ ws . eee) | if CAUSE OF ALL 
|| AS YOU WERE CARRIED ) P@aeer| | = ay SUFFERING. 
| \. pAWAY FOR ANOTHER: /ge@ na]! | WILL 
Pas ee \\ DESTROY HIM. gaa 


AUD Lr cre eg 


Bode 
Le a * Peres tid 





AMAR Silas. salle 


SHE WENT (0 PARASHURAIUA THE SAGE WHO HAT (ED 
KSHATEIYAS s4VO TOLD Hi HER TALE . 


eg) NEE 7 PANY BeSEECH YOU. \iptg 
iby te, 10 VENERABLE ONE. on 
4 SLAY BHEESHMA | 
AND AVENGE ME 





























ee 


ad eae det De Fri 








- aie 


PARASHURAVIA ACCOMPANIED BY AIBA AND OTHER ASCETICS WENT 
7O WASTINAPURA ANID BHEESHMA CAME 70 PAY Kit WIS RESPECTS- 
ERS ISS WEN Th 





nae ONES 








| CANNOT 7 
BREAK MY VOW. TWILL 
BESIDES SHE | HAVE TO gs 
| WANTED TO SLAY Ea 
® BE FREE a YOU. 4 


/"YOU WIL 
| MARRY 
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BHEESHMA AND PARASHURAMA MET EACH OTHER i) SINGLE -COMBAT | 
AND FOUGHT FOR TWENTY-THREE DAYS. 





AND BHEESHMNIA EMERGED THE VICTOR. 









| ABA PERFORMED SEVERE 
PENANCES FOR TWELDE YEARS TO | 

Wi) THE GRACE OF LORD SHIVA. 
a : a = , 7 '. oe 


FAHEASHURAVIA WENT TO AMBA. 


/ (TRIED MY BEST BUT | 
FAILED. | ADVISE YOU TO 
FORGET YOUR HUMILIATION 
AND SEEK BHEESHMA’S 

 _——e PROTECTION. 












AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LORD SHIVA, AT LAST, APPEARED BEFORE WER. 
















WHAT BOON DO you} 
SEEK OF ME Po } 





[ TO SLAY BHEESHNA. Waa “el 

HE HAS DEPRIVED ME | ET | 

|OF MY RIGHTS AS A Japp Ayf}) 
WOMAN . yA A he 


—_ —= = 


Y BUT 1AM A MERE WOMAN. 
HOW SHALL (SLAY HIN WHO 
ary # THE MIGHTY PARASHU— , 









YOU WILL BE 

J EFEBORN AS SHIKHANPIN, 
THE SON OF 
PRUPADA . 


BHEESHMA | 
ANBA MADE A FUNERAL PYRE st? tf AVE UUMPED INFO (7S idbiaa 


i bi \ ee and dates me) a 7 DY rs : 
fleas te : 
AY i connor watt 70 
@ 2nf CESTROY THIS BODY SO 













. 
i | at 
Trak 












‘THAT (NNGHT ENTER THE 
Lh WEW BODY THAT SHALL 
 : eee Snes a 






| HER SISTERS IN THE MEANWHILE HAD HAD A SON EACH -— DHRITA- 
RASHTEA AND PANDU WHOSE SONS WERE THE HUNDRED KAURAVAS 
AND FIVE FANDAVAS RESPECTIVELY. 





AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUEESHMIA SUPERWSED THE UPBRINGING OF THESE COUSINS AS | 
AE GAP DONE THAT OF THEE AARENTS. 


- i ‘Tea “ay Fae 








(HE COMEOAHOOD EMT? | 
COMTMWED AO THEIP ADULT LIFE. 


IF THE PANDAVAS Ce... 
WANT THEIR SHARE | / ap THEM 


OF THE KINGDOM, ge) erie 
LET THEM FIGHT /%sf THEIRS 
eee pe Sen AND AVOID 


ALWAYS 
BULLIES US! 








fe eee 


J f pe 
| y _e i 
Leah Tee 


BHEESHMA 
AND WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN THE KAURAUVAS AND THE PANDAUAS — ] 
THE GREAT (8-DAY WAR OF THE MIAMABHARATA.ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
| THE BATTLE THE El DEST await CAME TO PE: ; 

















Pare enh 

VENERABLE cmupeiee 5 "Lab ‘ld : 
WE SEEK YOUR 

| BLESSINGS AND YOUR 

PERMISSION TO 


1 BEGIN THE BATTLE. 






—rae=" 


So ~ ie 
Ph a1 


8 La 





— 


| BHEESIMNA (OVER BO TH, THE PANDAUVIS ANI? THE KAURAVIE, BUT WE 
WAS DUTY-BOUND 70 FIGHT ON THE SIDE OF THE KAURAVAS THEY 
_WERE THE SONS OF CHE REIGNING pene DURY TARASH TRA. 


er : . F 








pS iy NY, i 


FOR NIVE DAYS BHEESHINA AND THE KAURAUA ARINES FOUGHT 
_ RECENTLESSLY AGAINST THE PAVDAUA ARWHES. DRUPADA"S GON 
_SHIKHAMIOIN, WAS AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS- 

29 


AMAR Scallaca KATHA 


ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE BATTLE, ARJUNA, THE PANDAUA, SHIELDING 
MINSELF BEHIND SHIKHANDIN , ATTRCKED BHEESHMA. 









A SHURHANDIN WAS | 
ONCE A GIRL. 
CANNOT ATTACK” 


; HOW FORTUNATE 
(4 THAT | HEARP THE 
, STORY OF 
Dh SMKMANDIN CAST 
a MGA | 


ay ta} eas 1 





Tye mit: DRAWS % | THEN HE FECT THE ARROWS 7HAT AAD 


PIERCED Hi? DEEPEST. 
| WEAR. ¢ WISH TO OE, aa. 


BUT NOT AT THE 
HANDS OF 
SUYIKMANDIN. » 











THE FATAL ARROWS sy ive 
ARE ARUUNA’S| 4 PORES 
1AM READY. 








= 


steers % 
Ph Naan 


BHEESHMA 
COTH ARWWES STOPPED FIGHTING AND CROWPED AROUND 
(HEIR BELOVEP GRANDSIFE . 


{ NEED A SUPPORT 
FOR MWY HEAD. 


wn {i Wf ay FINELA PILLOW 
|| Sere NEY BEFITTING A WARRIOR. 


SSAA Now 1 AM THIRSTY 
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7H BATILE WAS RESUMED - se as. | 





pe” MY SOUL WILL 
DEPART ONLY AT THE 
AUSPICIOUS MOMENT | HAVE 
fei CHOSEN FOR IT. | WILL LIE 
: 1M gua ip IE" HERE AND WAIT. 





oe ie 
weil 
ah * f orf Li ® 


iio 


2 Tue PANDAVAS WON THE WAR: | WODMEHTURA, THE ELDEST OF THEM,CAME 70 





FESHMIA FOR WIS BLESSINGS ANP HIS ADVICE ON THE DUTIES OF A KING. | 
AS BHEESHIMA FINWSHED TALKING IT WAS THE AUSPICIOUS MOMENT HE HAD 
| CHOSEN FOR WIS DEATH AND HIS SOUL PASSED AW. 


32 





WHICH OF THE ACKs HAVE YOU STILL NOT READ? 


EPICS AND 
MYTHOLOGY 
Best known stories from 
the Epics and the Puranas 


Abhimanyu 

Agastya 

Andhaka 

Aniruddha 

Aruni And Uttanka 

Ashwini Kumars 

Ayyappan 

Bahubali 

Bhanumati 
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Guru Arjan 

Guru Gobind Singh 

Guru Har Gobind 

Guru Nanak 

Guru Tegh Bahadur 

Hiuen Tsang 
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Vidyasagar 
Vivekananda 
Zarathushtra 


INDIAN CLASSICS 
Enchanting tales from 
Indian literature 


Ananda Math 
Ancestors Of Rama 
Devi Choudhurani 
Durgesh Nandini 
Kadambari 
Kannagi 

Kapala Kundala 
Kumanan 
Maarthaanda Varma 
Malavika 
Manonmani 

Prince Jivaka 

Raj Singh 
Ratnavali 
Shakuntala 

The Adventures Of 
Pratapan 

The Elusive Kaka 
Udayana 

Urvashi 
Vasantasena 
Vasavadatta 

Veer Dhaval 


FABLES AND HUMOUR 
Evergreen folktales, 
legends and tales of 
wisdom and humour 


A Bag Of Gold Coins 
Amrapali 
Andher Nagari 
Angulimala 
Bikal The Terrible 
BIRBAL STORIES 
Birbal The Clever 
Birbal The Genius 
Birbal The Just 
Birbal The Wise 
Birbal The Witty 
Birbal To The Rescue 
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EPICS & 
MYTHOLOGY 


BHEESHMA 


Son of the beautiful goddess Ganga, the giver of life, the lad was 
born to greatness. Not only was he handsome and wise, he was also 
equally adept on the battlefield or in a regal court. As this tale 
reveals, Bheeshma is best remembered for his exceptional honesty 
and kindness. Who else would have uncomplainingly suffered the 
trials of kingship without its comforts? Who else would have chosen 
long years of loneliness just to pander to a father’s whim? 
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